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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 02770 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, FR, FT 
SUBJECT: TFAI 

REFS: PARIS 1840 AND 676 

1 . IN CONVERSATION WITH CHARGE JANUARY 27, SECSTATE 
FOR OVERSEAS DEPARTMENTS AND TERRITORIES STIRN SAID 
THE FRENCH ARE IN NO HURRY TO GRANT INDEPENDENCE TO THE 
TFAI AND THAT IT PROBABLY WILL COME IN ABOUT TWO YEARS. 
STIRN DESCRIBED FRENCH EFFORTS TO SECURE AFRICAN AND 
ARAB GUARANTEES FOR AN INDEPENDENT TFAI IN TERMS 
SIMILAR TO THOSE OF QUAI OFFICIALS WHICH WE HAVE RE- 
PORTED EARLIER. HE, TOO, SHOWED MOST RESERVE ABOUT 
THE LIKELIHOOD OF EVER OBTAINING ADEQUATE GUARANTEES 
FROM SOMALIA, AND EXPRESSED LESS CONCERN ABOUT POSSIBLE 
PROBLEMS WITH ETHIOPIA STEMMING FROM ITS CURRENT IN- 
TERNAL PROBLEMS. 
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2. STIRN SAID LAST WEEK'S TALKS WITH ALI AREF WENT 
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WELL. HE INDICATED THAT THE TFAI PRESIDENT INTENDS 
TO PRESS FOR BROADENED SUPPORT, PARTICULARLY AMONG THE 
ISSAS, AND THAT THE FRENCH ARE NOT NOW BEATING THE 
BUSH TO FIND ANOTHER, STRONGER LOCAL LEADER. 

3. QUERIED ABOUT ANY FRENCH TALKS WITH THE SOVIETS, 

STIRN SAID FRANCE IS CONSIDERING AN APPROACH TO MOSCOW 
FROM ELYSEE ON THE MATTER. 

4. COMMENT: STIRN'S REMARKS GIBE GENERALLY WITH WHAT 
THE QUAI HAS TOLD US. HE GAVE NO INKLING, HOWEVER, 

THAT THE ANGOLA SITUATION HAD LED THE GOF TO POSTPONE 
ITS PLANNED APPROACH TO THE SOVIETS, AS WE HAD BEEN 
GIVEN TO UNDERSTAND. WE ALSO THINK INDEPENDENCE IS 
LIKELY TO COME SOMEWHAT SOONER THAN STIRN PREDICTS. 
GAMMON 
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